Common Invasive Plants of
the Greater Vancouver Area
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Morning Glory (Field Bindweed)
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Yellow Lamium (Archangel)

Convolvulus arvensis

Lamium galeobdolon

Ecology

Ecology

Perennial forb that climbs and
entangles native plants.
Grows in open and disturbed
areas, preferring dry to
moderately moist soils.
Does not tolerate shade well.
Reproduces by root and
rhizome fragments, in addition
to a large number of seeds that can remain viable for 20 years.

Height and Stem
Slender, twinning, and fragile vine-like stems that are prostate, up
to 3m long, and often climb and form dense mats over other plants.

Leaves
Alternate, arrowhead-shaped
or 3 lobed, and waxy to finely
pubescent.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers funnel shaped, white
to pink, and borne singly or in
pairs from leaf axils.
Fruits conical capsules that
contain ovoid to pear-shaped,
dull brownish grey seeds.
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Forms dense mats over the ground,
native plants, and low structures.
Grows in a range of light, moisture,
and soil conditions.
Reproduces vegetatively through
runners and by seed.

Height and Stem
Primarily trailing, growing to a height of 50cm.
Stems small, square, purplish, and hairy.

Leaves
Opposite, serrated, egg shaped,
upper surface often having a silver
or white pattern and a wrinkly
texture, undersides often lighter
green or sometimes purple.

Flower and Fruit
Bright yellow flowers in dense
clusters between pairs of leaves.
Numerous, small seeds typically
dispersed by insects.

Climbing Nightshade
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Solanum dulcamara

Periwinkle
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Vinca spp.

Ecology

Ecology

Semi-woody, herbaceous perennial vine
that climbs and suppresses native plants.
Prefers rich, moist soils in open areas,
such as lakeshores, stream banks,
wetlands, and edges of fields and forests.
Spreads by birds eating ripe berries,
fragments of stem and root moving in the
soil or water, and root suckering.
Toxic to people, pets, and livestock.

Perennial, evergreen herb that forms
mats over the ground, native plants,
and low structures.
Grows in a range of light, moisture,
and soil conditions.
Reproduces by stolons (i.e.,
runners), with stems rooting at the
nodes.

Height and Stem

Height and Stem
Climbs on shrubs and trees up to 4.5m.
Slender branches light green, becoming
gray-brown and furrowed on the lower
stem. Wood is creamy-white and brittle.

Leaves
Alternate, stalked, often with one or two ear-like
lobes near the base, and dark green to purplish.
Crushed leaves and bark produce unpleasant smell.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers in loose clusters of 3 to 20, star-shaped with 5 backward
pointing purple petals and stamens fused in prominent yellow cone.
Fruits ovoid, green to orange when unripe, bright red, soft, and juicy
when ripe. Contain about 30 yellow flattened seeds per berry.

Up to 70cm.
Multiple, trailing, and branching
green, slender stems.

Leaves
Opposite, elliptical shaped, and shiny dark
green.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers pale blue to lavender in colour with
5 petals that are join at base to form a tube
with a whitish center.
Fruit are brown, minute, and inconspicuous.

English Ivy
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Hedera helix

Virginia Creeper
Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Ecology

Ecology

Evergreen vine that forms dense mats
and climbs native plants and structures.
Grows in shade to full sun.
Prefers moist, nutrient rich soils, but is
also drought tolerant.

Trailing or climbing
woody, deciduous vine
with prolific growth
and ability to entangle
native plants.
Tolerates partial
shade to full sun and a
range of soil conditions.
Reproduces by seed, which birds eat in fall,
and through vegetative growth.

Height and Stem
Can grow up to 30m with support.
Stem light brown, having holdfasts, and becoming thick when
climbing.

Leaves
Alternate, juvenile leaves triangular and 3 to
5 lobed, adult leaves ovate and unlobed, dark
green, and waxy.

Flower and Fruit
Small, green-white flowers form in the fall at the ends of stems on
vertical growth.
Hard blackish berries
form in spring, offering
a high fat food source
for birds.
Berries contain 3 to 5
seeds.
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Height and Stem
Climbs up to 30m using forked tendrils tipped
with adhesive pads.
Can be confused with P. vitacea, which lacks
adhesive pads.

Leaves
Five leaflets join at central point (i.e., palmate), coarsely toothed,
fine pointed tip, and taper at base. Dark green in summer, turning
red and purple in early fall.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers are small and greenish in late spring.
Small clusters of purplish-black berries form
in late summer to early fall.

Common Hop
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Wild Clematis (Old Man’s Beard)

Humulus Lupulus

Clematis vitulba

Ecology

Ecology

Trailing or climbing perennial,
herbaceous plant that entangles
native plants.
Prefers fertile, moist open sites
and edges.
Reproduces vegetatively and by
seed.

Deciduous, woody vine that trails or
climbs, covering native plants and habitat.
Occurs in disturbed sites, edges, and
riparian areas from shade to full sun.
Reproduces by seed and vegetative
fragments and roots.

Height and Stem

Height and Stem

Can grow to 20m, up
to10m in one year.
Young vines have six
longitudinal ridges,
older vines have
shredded bark.
Taproot up to 2m deep.

Can grow up to10m in one season and dies back in fall.
Stems stout, twinning, and rough with stiff hairs that aid in climbing.

Leaves
Opposite, 3 to 5 lobed, heart shaped at
base, strongly toothed margin, bright
green, and rough-hairy,
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Leaves
Pinnate compound, usually with five leaflets that are opposite and
smooth to lobed.

Flower and Fruit
Pale green flowers form in hanging
clusters.
Dry seed (i.e., achenes)
surrounded by enlarged bracts.

Flower and Fruit
Creamy white flowers composed of 4 sepals,
many stamens, and feathery, persistent styles.
Seeds are abundant (i.e., 100,000 per plant),
small, gray, and hairy.

Himalayan Blackberry
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Rubus discolor

Knotweed
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Polygonum spp.
Ecology

Ecology

Evergreen shrub that climbs and forms
dense thickets, outcompeting native
species.
Thrives in open to partly shaded areas
(e.g., roadsides, fields, riparian areas) and
prefers rich, moist to wet soils.
Reproduces by seed, layering, and
suckering.

Height and Stem
Up to 7m tall.
Stems have large curved thorns and are
green to red on live plants, light brown
on dead plants.
Large root mass forms on mature plants.

Leaves
3 to 5 oval serrated leaflets from central
point. shiny green on top and pale green
with fine hairs below.

Flower and Fruit
5 egg shaped, pink to white petals surround
numerous stamens.
Berries red in the spring, turning deep
purple-black in mid to late summer.

Height and Stem

Perennial plant that is fast
growing, very aggressive, and
difficult to remove.
Forms dense thickets that
outcompetes native species.
Tolerates full sunlight to semishade and a range of soil types.
Reproduces by rhizomes and
plant fragments as small as
0.5cm.

Up to 5m tall and can grow up
to 8cm per day.
Stems reddish green, hollow,
succulent when growing, brown
and brittle when dead.

Leaves
Alternate, untoothed, and commonly large and heart shaped, but
leaf size and shape varies among species.

Flower and Fruit
Small, cream or white flowers produced in erect clusters in late
summer and early autumn.
Fertile seed is rare in most knotweed species, except Bohemian
(Fallopia x bohemica).

Giant Hogweed
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Heracleum mantegazzianum

Daphne Laurel
Daphne laureola

Ecology

Ecology

Tall perennial herb that prefers rich, damp
soil and grows in a range of light conditions.
Common along edges, riparian areas, and
disturbed sites where it grows rapidly.
Reproduces by seed (i.e., 50,000 to
100,000 per flower head) and vegetatively.
Sap on stalk, stem, and leaves toxic to
human health. Do not touch.

Evergreen shrub that forms dense
patches in open areas and the
understory of forests,
outcompeting native species.
Prefers well drained, loamy to clay
soils and tolerates full to partial
shade.
Primarily reproduces by seed,
which is spread by birds, but can
sprout from lateral roots.

Height and Stem
Up to 6m tall.
Stems hollow, ridged, green with possible
reddish-purple spots, and covered with hairs.

Leaves
Large (i.e., lower leaves up to 2.5m wide),
coarsely toothed and deeply incised into 3
large segments, and dark green.
Stiff, dense, and stubby hairs on lower
surface and at the base of leaf stalk.

Flower and Fruit
Numerous small white flowers clustered in an umbrella-shaped
head up to 1.5m wide. Flowers after two to four years of growth.
Immature fruits are green and elliptical-shaped, becoming dry and
brown when ripe and having wings and swollen brown resin canals.
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Height and Stem
Up to 1.5m tall.
Upright to arch shaped growth.
Bark green on young stems, grey with a yellow hue on old stems.

Leaves
Alternate, oblong, spirally
arranged along stem, dark green,
glossy, and leathery on top, with a
lighter underside.

Flower and Fruit
Fragrant, yellow-green flowers
grow in clusters near top of stem.
Egg shaped, black berries are poisonous, but eaten by birds.

Scotch Broom
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Gorse

Cystisus scoparius

Ulex europaeus

Ecology

Ecology

Forms dense patches in areas of
partial shade to full sun (e.g.,
disturbed areas).
Prefers well-drained mineral soil.
Reproduction by seed, with over
10,000 seeds produced per plant
and surviving up to 80 years.

Height and Stem
Up to 3m tall.
Stems woody, 5 angled, and able to
photosynthesize.

Leaves
Lower leaves stalked and composed of 3
oval leaflets, upper leaves simple and
unstalked.

Flower and Fruit
Numerous, bright yellow, pea-like flowers
that may have a red marking in the middle.
Flat, hairy seedpods, initially green and
turning brown to black and twisting apart to
release seeds in late summer.

Dense, spiny perennial shrub
that grows in openings and
disturbed areas (e.g., sandy or
rocky areas, roadsides, fields).
Prefers full sun and is able to
survive in soils low fertility.
Reproduces mainly by seed and
vegetatively.

Height and Stem
Up to 3m tall.
Stems single, mostly 5-angled, sparsely hairy,
and heavily branched.
Able to fix nitrogen through root nodules.

Leaves
Small, trifoliate leaves on young plants, stiff and
sharp scales or spines on mature plants. Spines
branched and grooved.

Flower and Fruit
Single, yellow, pea-like flowers on hairy stalks
and fragrant.
Black hairy seedpods split apart when mature
releasing up to 18,000 seeds per mature plant.
Seeds viable for up to 40 years.
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Butterfly Bush
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English Holly

Buddleja davidii

Ilex aquifolium

Ecology

Ecology

Deciduous, semi-evergreen shrub
that prefers moist to well drained,
fertile soils and full sunlight.
Occurs along edges, riparian areas,
and disturbed sites, outcompeting
native species.
Reproduces primarily by seed.
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Evergreen shrub that grows in
the shade to open sun.
Prefers sandy or gravelly soil
with good drainage.
Reproduces by suckering,
layering, and seed.

Height and Stems

Height and Stem
Up to 3m tall, with arching, wide spread branching.
Stems hairy and green when young, becoming scraggly with graybrown bark that peels off when mature.

Up to 13m.
Stems are green on young
plants, smooth and grey on mature plants.

Leaves

Leaves
Green above and grey woolly below,
egg to lance shape, opposite with
smooth to slightly toothed margins.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers grow at end of branches in long
spike shaped clusters, are trumpet shaped,
and purple with a yellow to orange center.
Fruits are sharply pointed, two-segmented
capsules with many winged seeds.
Produces up to 40,000 seeds per flower. Seed dispersed by wind
and water and can remain dormant in soil for 3 to 5 years.

Alternate, thick, dark green, and glossy with sharp spines along
edges.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers small, white, and
inconspicuous.
Berries bright red, found on female
plants, and are poisonous to humans,
but eaten and spread by birds and
other animals.

European Mountain Ash
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Laurel Species

Sorbus aucuparia

Prunus spp.

Ecology

Ecology

Small to medium-sized
perennial tree that grows
rapidly, competing with native
species and hybridizing with S.

sitchensis.

Prefers full sunlight and welldrained soil, but can grow in forest understory.
Establishes by seeds, cuttings, or bare root propagation.

Height and Stem
Up to 9m tall.
Stems pubescent when young and smooth with
greyish or yellow-green when mature.

Leaves
Alternate, dull dark green above and paler green below, pinnately
compound, serrated on upper half of margin, 11 to 15 leaflets per
leaf. Leaflets unequal and rounded at the base.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers creamy-white in round clusters.
Fruit individual, bright orange to red, small,
fleshy, born in clusters that may persist
through winter. Eaten by birds.
Thousands of seed produced per plant.
Readily germinate and remain viable for 5 plus years.
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Evergreen shrub that grows rapidly and
densely, outcompeting native species.
Grows in partial shade to full sun,
preferring moist, well-drained soils.
Occurs in forested areas and edges.
Widely used as an ornamental hedge.
Reproduces by seed, layering, and
suckering.

Height and Stem
Up to 6m.
Stem is green and smooth.

Leaves
Wide spreading, alternate, medium to
dark green, shiny above and pale below,
oblong, slightly to fully serrated margins.

Flower and Fruit
Upright spike of small white flowers each with 5
petals.
Numerous purple to black berries that are eaten
and spread by birds.

Yellow Flag Iris
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Iris pseudacorus

Purple Loosestrife
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Lythrum salicaria
Ecology
Wetland species forming dense
patches in shallow standing water and
wet areas.
Prefers silty, sandy, or rocky soil.
Reproduces via thick underground
stems (i.e., rhizomes) and seed.

Height and Stem
Up to 1.5m.
Green, hard, oval shaped stems
support flowering and fruiting bodies.

Ecology
Tall perennial herb forming monocultures in
moist to wet areas.
Reproduces from seed that’s dispersed by
wind, water, animals, and humans. Also
spreads by plant fragments (e.g., stems,
roots, leaves, flowers, or seed heads).

Height and Stem
Up to 2m.
Many erect, stiff, square stems growing
form a single woody root mass.

Leaves

Leaves

Opposite, downy, and smooth edged.
Attached directly to stem. May be in
pairs or groups of three.

Narrow, flat, erect, and pointed at tip,
arising in a fan like cluster from base of
plant. Dark green and numerous.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers large, showy, and yellow. Sometimes
have brown to purple veins at base of petals.
Seed pods green, large (up to 8cm long), and
numerous, arising from top and side of stems.
Large 3-angled fruit capsules containing rows of
numerous flattened brown seeds that float.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers with 5 or 6 pink-purple petals
surrounding small, yellow centers.
Flowers and seed grow on tall, spike like stems,
maturing from the bottom up. Seed capsules
contain many tiny seeds.
One plant can produce over 2 to 3 million seeds
annually, which are viable for up to 20 years.

Fragrant Water Lily
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Nymphaea ordata

Himalayan Balsam
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Impatiens glandulifera
Ecology
Perennial aquatic plant that
outcompetes native aquatic
species in slow moving freshwater
ponds, streams, and lakes.
Creates water quality issues, such
as low oxygen levels.
Prefers depths of 1 to 2m.
Reproduces by floating seed and
broken and growing rhizomes.

Ecology
Tall, multi-branched, annual herb that
forms monocultures in areas of moist,
nutrient rich soil (e.g., riparian areas).
Prefers partial shade to full sun and is
frost sensitive and intolerant of drought.
Reproduces by seed and vegetatively.

Height and Stem
Up to 3m tall.
Stems are smooth,
hollow, tinged red-purple, and have large swollen
nodes and glands.

Height and Stem
Up to 1.5m tall.
Stalk attaches at base of leaf slit.

Leaves
Floating, round with basal slit, leathery,
green top and purple bottom with numerous veins.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers pink to white, with many whorled
petals tapering toward the edges, smaller
petals grow near the center. Flower stalk
underwater and curls like a corkscrew,
pulling flower down after fertilization.
Leathery capsules contain numerous small
seeds that float to surface once mature.

Leaves
Stocked, opposite or whorled in groups of
3, oblong to egg shape, pointed tips and
round bases, and sharply toothed margins.
Leaf size decreases with increase of height
on stem.

Flower and Fruit
Spurred, irregular five parted flowers range
in color from white to pink to purple.
Seeds are large and black when mature. Mature seed capsules will
explode when touched.

Common Burdock
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Lamb’s Quarters

Arctium minus

Chenopodium album

Ecology

Ecology

Biennial forb that spreads widely and
outcompetes native species in open
areas.
Prefers sunny areas (e.g., disturbed
sites and edges) with moist, fertile
soils.
Reproduces by seed. Cannot
withstand repeated cultivation.

Height and Stem
Up to 3m tall.
Large central stem, erect, branched,
reddish tinged, and may be grooved
or angular.

Leaves
Stem leaves triangular, alternate, with lower leaf stalks hollow.
Margin toothed or wavy. Entire leaf dark green above, woolly below.
Rosette leaves large, hairy, and heart-shaped.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers are purple and grow singly or in
clusters from leaf axils and tips of branches.
Fruits are in mature flower heads that form
prickly burs that sticks to clothing or animal hair.
Produces 6,000 to 16,000 seeds per plant.
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Fast growing annual forb that prefers
areas of sun to partial shade and well
drained soils (e.g., roadsides, abandoned
fields)
Competes with native species for
resources (e.g., water) and space.
Reproduces primarily by seed that is
dropped or moved by animals and
people.

Height and Stem
Grows up to 2m tall.
Single, much branched stem that is grooved and bluish. Becomes
blotched with red or purple with maturity.

Leaves
Alternate, stalked, somewhat succulent, and
shallowly to prominently toothed or lobed.
Underside of leaf is pale or purplish with
fine, greyish particles that can be rubbed off.

Flower and Fruit
Flowers inconspicuous, small, greenish, and lack petals. Occur in
dense clusters arising from stem tips or leaf axils.
Seeds black, shiny, and flattened. Encased in papery envelope.
One plant produces 72,000 seeds that remain viable for 40 years.

